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Aleister Crowley  (120ct1875 i 1Dec 1947)

A man totally misunderstood and even feared
by many of his contemporaries during his
lifetime, Aleister Crowley channelled his
genius and
numerous  talents
into magick in the
belief that he was
the reincarnation of
one of the world's
‘ greatest magicians,
Iﬁ'ﬁ;?g@gﬁg Eliphas Lévi (18101
1875). Born
Alphonse Louis Constant, Lévi was a French
occult author and magician, who died in the e !
same year in which Crowley was born. Eliphas Lévi

He also remembered other past incarnations as Count Alessandro di
Cagliostro (1743 1 1795), reputedly the alias for the Italian adventurer
and occultist Giuseppe Balsamo (also called Joseph Balsampand Pope
Alexander VI* (1431 i 1503) amongst others.

The spelling of magic k in this manner, now in common practice, had
been used centuries before Crowley came into being in his latest
incarnation but had gone out of fashion. It was revived by him to

distinguish the true science of the Magi from its 'counterfeits’, such as
stage magic, legerdemain and illusion.

It could 6possiblyd be coincidenice, but
&teisdin Greek means vaging a fact I'm sure of which uncle Aleister was
well aware.

1 Pope Alexander VI (1 January 14317 18 August 1503), born Roderic Llangol (later Roderic
de Borja i Borja - Italian: Rodrigo Borgia) was Pope between 1492 and 1503. He is probably
the most controversial of the secular popes of the Renaissance, and his surname (ltalianised
as Borgia) became a byword for the debased standards of the papacy of that era. Rodrigo
assumed the family name of his mother (Borja) upon the elevation of his maternal uncle,

Alonso de Borja, to the papacy as Calixtus 11l in 1455. Although supposedly celebate as the
pope, Roderic suffered from syphilis
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The Crowleys came from Alton, Hampshire, from
where the family had run a brewery in Croydon,
Surrey, for more than 200 years. The Crowley family
was very successful at selling a glass of beer with

what was described as O0a ass
Alton alehouses for 4d (four old pence). This could
be considered the forerunner of the modern -day :

6pl oughman's |l unchd. Aftemﬂﬂ'-’jward

shares in the brewery his branch of the family moved
to Leamington Spa, Warwickshire. It is thought he invested his wealth in
the highly successful Amsterdam Water Works Company?.

So, Edward Alexander Crowley, his surname being
pronounced as one would pronounce the word
6 h o lirgnié as (it may seem to those who know
anything about the man he was to become), was
born on 12 October 1875
at 30 Clarendon Square,
Leamington Spa, into a
1 wealthy =~ and strictly
/ religious Victorian family.
Crowl eyé,s His father, despite having
Edward been a brewer, was a
staunch member of the Plymouth Brethren.?
Although Edward junior was an only child, his
parents did conceive and bear another, a girl
given the name Grace Mary Elizabeth, on 29
February 1880. Sadly, she lived for just five
hours.

Crowl ey d6,EmiMo
Bertha, née Bishop

As a young boy, the only book he was allowed to read was the Bible but
from all accounts, although well-versed in the text, he had no real
interest in the narr ative with the exception of that found in Revelationin
the New Testament. He was drawn to th e opponents of heaven such as

2 Ever since 1851, the Dune-water company had provided the people of Amsterdam with fresh
drinking water from the dunes at Vogelenzang. Through 2 3 kilometres of cast iron piping, it
was pumped into the city where it could be bought for one cent per bucket outside the
Willemspoort.

3 The Plymouth Brethren are members of a fundamentalist Protestant Christian Evangelical
movement that began in Dublin in the late 1820s. The Brethren are commonly considered to
be divided into two branches, the Open Brethren and the Exclusive Brethren although this is
perhaps an over-simplification and may not reflect the many sub-branches existing within
these two groups. They insist on the literal interpretation of the Bible as being the exact
words of the Holy Ghost.
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Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn

History

In 1888, three Kabbalists, Freemasons, and
Rosicrucians founded the Hermetic Order of the Golden
Dawn (G.D.), with the intention of filling the gap left by

the Theosophical Society, which had recently shifted to

an Eastern orientation. The founders wanted the Order
to be the guardian of the Western Esoteric Tradition,

keeping its knowledge intact, while at the same time

preparing and teaching the mysteries to those

individuals who wished to learn.

The primary creator of the G.D., the
man whose brainchild it actually
was, was Dr. Wiliam Wynn
Westcott (1848 i 1925), a physician
and London coroner interested in
occultism. Westcott was a Master
Mason and the Secretary General of
the Societas Rosicruciana in Anglia
s (SRIA). His associates were Dr.
Dr William Dr William William Robert Woodman (1828 i
Wynn Westcott Robert Woodman 1891) and Samuel Liddell
MacGregor Mathers (185471 1918).

A different account of the foundation of the Order tells us that it was
initially founded by Westcott and Woodman, with Mathe rs being asked to

join them later.

Dr. Woodman was a retired physician, and also a
member of the SRIA. He had an excellent
understanding of Kabbalah, and probably played a
leading role in developing the Kabbalistic studies of
the Order. The real magician of the G.D. was
without doubt Mathers. Of the three founding

members, he was the one responsible for turning
the G.D. into a truly magical, initiatory Order.

To understand how the G.D. came into existence, Samuel Liddell
some reference to the Cipher Manuscript, the MacGregor Mathers
document upon which the Rituals and Knowledge
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Lectures of the Order are based, is essential. One story tells us that
sometime during the 1870s or 1880s, the Cipher Manuscript was
discovered on a bookstall by Dr. Woodman, but another, the one most
favoured, is that in 1887 Westcott was given some sixty pages of a
manuscript, written in cipher, by a Reverend A.F.A. Woodford, an elderly

Mason who, it was ¢l ai med, got the manu:
The manuscript, which certainly appeared to be old, was deciphered by
Westcott using t he cipher found in Abt

Polygraphiae 1t turned out to be a series of five ritual outlines of an
occult Order, which Westcott expanded into full working grade rituals
from Neophyte (0°=0°) throu gh to Philosophus (4°=7°). In addition to

the five rituals, the manuscript contained details of the true attribution of
the Tarot trumps, something which had been sought for centuries and
which clarified many inconsistencies Upon completion of this work,
Westcott asked Mathers and Woodman to join him as chiefs of his new
Order.

Yet another tale relating to the Cipher M anuscript is that it proved

beyond the combined powers of the two eminent doctors to decipher,

although it is reputed that Florence Farr (1860-1917), also known as Mrs

Emery, said that a child could have done it. They called on the

assistance of Mathers, not only a scholar, but a Mason and magician of
considerabl e distinction who successful
after which he was invited to join the Order.

The Origin of the Cipher Manuscript

Whatever the truth relating to its
discovery and translation, the debate

=2 .
L — fxev
AR d T Kot TR Copkeece g, (Joe

continues as to the origin of the Cipher
Manuscript. Some scholars are of the
opinion that Westcott created it, while
others consider it was either written by

Lord Edward Bulwer-Lytton (1803 17
1873), the author of an occult novel called
Zanoni, A Strange Story, or else by
Frederick Hockley (1809 - 1885), a
famous Rosicrucian seer and transcriber
of occult manuscripts.  Several other
theories have been proposed as possible
sources These include a Masonic Lodge
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The Astrum Argentum A ."A..
History

George Cecil Jones was the man responsible
for introducing Aleister Crowley to the
Hermetic Order of the Golden Dawn (G.D.) in
1898. Shortly after returning from China with
his wife Rose, Crowley became ill and stayed
with Jones to convalesce ~ With Jones'
assistance, and as a result of his own travels
and experiences, plus the small matter of his
expulsion from the original Order, Crowley
decided to form his own replacement Order
with the intention that it would n ot only supersede the remnants of the
G.D., but would actively promote his own Religion/Philosophy of
Thelema (see Chapter 5). Together they wrote Liber LX/ vel Causae

(Crowleyds own account of t heA & D.

came to be formed), and in 1907 founded a new Order, the Astrum
Argentum A.".A.". based on the Book of the Law.

Crowley only ever referred to the organisation as the A.".A.".; what the
letters stood for was supposedly known by members only. Israel
Regardie in Gems from the Equinox suggests it should be Astrum
Argentinum, while others call it Argenteum Astrum, Arcanum Arcanorum,
Argentinum Astrum, Argentinium Astrum and Astron Argon, although
C.R. Cammell in his biography Aleister Crowley The Black Magiciamtells
us it is Atlantean Adepts. However, the concensus of opinion seems to
be Astrum Argentum, so that is how it will be referred to throughout .

Unlike the A.".A."., the G.D. was primarily a teaching order, preparing
people to do magick in its Inner Order. The A.".A."., on the other hand,
assumed that its members were either already trained in the arts or were
undergoing the necessary training from their immediate superior s.

This new Order was considered to be remarkable for the originality of its
structure, for unlike previous Orders, which tended to follow a lodge
system, members were supposed to know only their immediate superior,
plus, of course, anyone they introduced to the organisation. While the
Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.0.) has received the majority of the publicity
as the Order which actively follows and promotes the teachings of the
religion of Thelema, it was primarily designed to be a fraternal
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organisation (untii a member reached the highest degrees) while the

ArA.was to be the major mode o#flatdr ansmi t
mystical techniques and beliefs. See Liber XXX/l - An Account of the

ArAC This publication was based on a part of Karl von
Eckhartshausen's Cloud upon the Sanctuary which Crowley rewrote and

edited to further describe his new Order.

There were no regular group rituals, although measures were taken to
ensure the identity of the Officers were hidden during the few Temple
initiation rituals, and members were expected to work alone, consulting
as and when required with their superior in the Order. In this way it was
hoped to avoid the many social complications and ego problems that led
to the downfall of the G.D.

The A..A.". was a spiritual organisation focussing on enlightening an
individual, with an emphasis on maintaining the chain of initiates f rom
teacher to student. A member of the A.".A.". would strive to do the
following:

T Discover for himself his own True Will, and then act upon it, and

do nothing else.

Accept the Book of the Law as the sole Rule of Life.

Acknowledge that 'The word of the Law is Thelema' and that

'Love is the law, love under will'.

1 Acknowledge the authority of the offices of the Beast 666 and
that of the Scarlet Woman

1 Accept RaHoor-Khuit as the Lord of the Aeon, and work to
establish His reign upon Earth.

1
1

1 Work to attain the Knowledge and Conversation of his Holy
Guardian Angel

i After attaining the Knowledge and Conversation of his Holy
Guardian Angel, to enter into the Abyss, and to emerge again
therefrom.

On pages 660 - 661 of his Confessions Aleister Crowley tells us, "In the
AAC., which s a genuinely Magical Order, there are no extravagant
oaths. The candidate is pledged quite simply to himself only, and his
obligation binds him merely ‘to obtain the scientific knowledge of the
nature and powers of my own being. Th ere is no penalty attached to
the breach of this resolution, yet, just as this resolution is in contrast

with the oaths of other orders in respect of simplicity and naturalness, so
also with regard to the penalties. To break away from the A.".A.". does
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Ordo Templi Orientis (O.T.O.)
History

The letters O.T.O. stand for Ordo Templi
Orientis, the Order of Oriental Templars, or the
Order of the Temple of the Orient. The O.T.0.6 s
specific purpose is to secure the Liberty of the
Individual and his or her advancement in the
Light, Wisdom, Understanding, Knowledge, and
Power through Beauty, Courage, and Will.

The Spiritual Father of
the O.T.O was Carl
Kellner (1 September
18517 7 June 1905), a
wealthy Austrian paper
chemist (some say iron master) who, having
journeyed through India and the Middle East in
search of occult wisdom, decided to found yet
another Templar group, its purpose being to
revive the sexual magic which Kellner believed
Carl Kellner had been the real secret of the original Order
of the Temple. Kellner claimed to have rediscovered this secret doctrine
by means of a thorough study of the sexual-yogic teachings he had
received from three oriental adepts, two Arab and one Hindu. He
therefore decided to call his fraternity Ordo Templi Orientis i the Order
of Oriental Templars i thus properly acknowledging his intellectual debts
to his O0teachersbo.

Kellner met Dr. Franz Hartmann (1838 - 1912), a Theosophical and
Rosicrucian schol ar, with whom he disco
explanation of all the complex symbolism of Freemasonry which opened

the mysteries of Nature.

Around 1895, Kellner began to discuss his idea for founding an Academia
Masonica with another associate, Theodor Reuss (28 June 185571 28
October 1923). During their discussions, Kellner decided that the

Academi a Masonica should be called the
allow women to become members. But due to the regulations of the
established Grand Lodges which governed
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